
Minutes
Planning Committee
Wednesday, 8 January 2020

Committee Members present

Councillor Bob Adams (Chairman)
Councillor David Bellamy
Councillor Chris Benn (Substitute for 
Councillor Reid)
Councillor Harrish Bisnauthsing
Councillor Louise Clack
Councillor Phil Dilks

Councillor Mike Exton
Councillor Mrs Rosemary Kaberry-Brown 
(entered at 12:05, took no part in debate 
nor voted on S19/0277)
Councillor Penny Milnes
Councillor Robert Reid (entered at 15:50, 
took no part in debate nor voted on any 
applications)
Councillor Mrs Judy Smith (Vice-
Chairman)

Other Members
Councillor Ian Stokes (Ward Councillor and speaker on S19/1215)
Councillor Sarah Trotter (Ward Councillor and speaker on S19/1938)

Officers
Head of Development Management (Sylvia Bland)
Principal Planning Officer (Sam Dewar)
Senior Planning Officer (Phil Jordan)
Planning Consultant (Rachel Gaskell)
Development Management Planner (Graham Northern)
Planning Officer (Peter Lifford)
Legal Advisor (Mandy Braithwaite)
Interim Principal Democracy Officer (Sarah Evans)

43. Membership

Councillor Benn was appointed as substitute for Councillor Reid for this 
meeting only.

44. Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Cottier, Selby and 
Jacky Smith.

An apology for late attendance was received from Councillor Kaberry-Brown. 



45. Disclosure of interests

No interests were disclosed.

46. Minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2019

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2019 were agreed as a 
correct record. 

47. Planning matters

(a) Application S19/0277

Proposal: Erection of 270,000 bird poultry unit comprising an 
agricultural workers dwelling and associated infrastructure 
including following; 6 poultry sheds, 9 feed bins, 6 air heat 
exchangers, 3 ground source heat pumps, 8 gas tanks, 1 
bio-mass building, provision of an earth bund, 1 water 
tank, 1 pump house, 1 GP block, 1 generator, 1 storage 
barn and associated infrastructure provision and 
improvements to access to site from High Dike. 

Location: Land at High Dike, High Dike, Great Ponton NG33 5BG

Decision: Minded to refuse the application contrary to officer 
recommendations 

Noting comments made during the public speaking session by:

Against Lamorna Usborne
Clive Taylor
Richard Parkinson
Keith Leader
Marc Huggins
Jane Suckling

Applicant’s Agent Kenny Dhillon supported by David Mark and 
Paul Clarke on technical matters

Together with:

 Comments from the Environment Agency
 Recommendations from SKD’s Environmental Protection Services
 Comments and no objection from Natural England
 Concerns raised by Great Ponton Parish Council
 No objection and comments from Lincolnshire Highways and SuDS 

Support subject to conditions



 Comments and no objection from Lincolnshire County Council Waste and 
Minerals

 An objection from the Woodland Trust
 Comments from Heritage Lincolnshire
 Comments and concerns raised by the Wildlife Trust
 Representations received as a result of public consultation including a 

representation from a local resident that was reported at the meeting
 Provisions within the National Planning Policy Framework and the South 

Kesteven Core Strategy and supplementary planning documents
 Site visit observations
 Representations/comments from other bodies etc received since despatch 

of the agenda :
o Comment relating to archaeological and surface water matters
o Concern regarding the cruelty of egg production and included 

comments relating to RSPCA guidelines
o World in Farming submission which outlined its opposition to the 

development and that the organisation was against factory and 
intensive farming

 Comments made by Members at the meeting

Members debated the application at length and expressed sympathy for both 
the concerns of residents concerning odour, pollution, and increased traffic 
movement.  They also considered the presentation made by the headteacher 
of the local school which relayed the perception of parents who had 
threatened to remove their children and how this might affect the future 
viability of the school.  It was also mentioned that the location of the facility 
being only one mile from Great Ponton and on an elevated site made it visible 
on the landscape. Despite assurances by the agent and the technical expert, 
Members felt that surface water would naturally drain towards the River 
Witham and as a consequence, potentially cause pollution from cleaning 
water and chemicals including ammonia used by the operation. Members 
therefore felt that it was not a suitable site for this type of development.  

The Principal Planning Officer warned the Committee that in his view any 
appeal against refusal would be successful and costs could be significant.  

The Head of Development Management explained that should Members not 
be able to provide justifiable reasons for refusal at the meeting, the cooling off 
period would be invoked.  She reminded Members that the proposal needed 
to be considered in the round taking account of the evidence of economic 
benefits locally and nationally, that environmental assessments had been 
considered in depth and the relevant agencies were satisfied with the 
proposal.  Members should also consider the latest information in the report 
and base any reasons for refusal on evidence not on opinion and perception 
and explained that the school closure mentioned by one of the speakers was 
perception and not fact.



It was proposed and seconded that Members were minded to refuse the 
application.  The Head of Development Management stated that she was not 
able to accept the reasons for refusal as defensible planning reasons.  As the 
proposition to refuse the application was contrary to officer recommendations 
and the Head of Development Management did not consider the proposed 
reasons for refusal were sufficient, the cooling off period set out in Article 9.1.9 
(c) of the Council’s Constitution was invoked.

The vote was carried with 6 in favour, 2 against and 1 abstention and those 
Committee Members who voted in favour of refusal of the application had five 
working days to provide the Head of Development Management with the 
planning reasons for their view, together with supporting evidence. The 
application would be placed on the agenda for consideration at the next 
meeting of the Planning Committee when the Head of Development 
Management would provide her opinion on whether the reasons advanced 
were substantial enough for the authority to defend the decision at an inquiry.  
In light of any additional information, the Committee would then be 
empowered to determine the application without being fettered by their vote at 
the previous meeting.

Councillor Bisnauthsing left and re-entered the meeting for approximately 3 
minutes during the Applicant/Agent’s presentation and whilst Members were 
asking questions of the applicant. 

Councillor Kaberry-Brown entered the meeting during consideration of the 
preceding application, took no part in the debate and did not vote thereon.

Meeting adjournment
Following consideration of the preceding item, the meeting was adjourned 
between 13:10 and 13:40.

(b) Application S19/1713

Proposal: Change of use to dog agility training facility (permanent 
permission further to S18/1460)

Location: School Lane, Sedgebrook, Grantham, NG32 2ES

Decision: To approve the application subject to conditions

Noting comments made during the public speaking session by:

Against Paul Bowley

Together with:

 Comments and a note for the applicant from the National Grid
 An objection from Sedgebrook Parish Council



 No objections from LCC Highways and SuDS support
 Comments from SKDC Environmental Protection Services regarding 

the hours of operation and management of noise are applied as 
approved under the previous approval

 Representations received as a result of public consultation
 Evaluation of the principle of the use, the impact of the use on the 

character of the area, the impact on neighbouring properties and 
highway issues

 Provisions within the National Planning Policy Framework and the 
South Kesteven Core Strategy and supplementary planning documents

 Site visit observations
 Comments made by Members at the meeting

There was a query as to the one noise complaint that had been reported 
relating to the operation.  It was noted that the complaint was not upheld by 
Environmental Health after monitoring activities at the site.  The complainant 
was asked to complete a date log detailing offensive activity, however this had 
not been submitted within the allocated timeframe.

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the application be approved for 
the summary of reasons set out in the case officer’s report and subject also to 
the following conditions:

Time Limit for Commencement

1 The development hereby permitted shall be commenced before the 
expiration of three years from the date of this permission.

Approved Plans

2 The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance 
with the following list of approved plans:

(a) Site Location Plan - received 26 September 2019
(b) Proposed Site Layout - received 26 September 2019
(c) Proposed Site Access - received 26 September 2019

         Unless otherwise required by another condition of this permission.
   

Ongoing Conditions

3 The access gate from School Lane shall be opened a minimum of 20 
minutes prior to each dog agility session commencing.

4 No more than 6 dogs shall participate in an agility session at any one 
time within the training area to the north of the access gate off School 
Lane.



5 No dog agility session shall be permitted other than within the following 
permitted times:

Tuesday 10:30 - 15:00 and 18:00 - 20:00 hrs
Wednesday 11:00 - 14:30 and 18:00 - 20:00 hrs
Thursday 14:00 - 17:00 hrs
Saturday 10:00 - 11:00 hrs

6 A maximum of one training session where no more than six dogs are in 
attendance shall be permitted per calendar month. These sessions shall 
either take place on a Monday or Saturday between:

         09:00 - 17:00 hrs

7 A maximum of one open day event where more than 6 dogs are in 
attendance shall be permitted, per calendar year.  This event shall take 
place on a Saturday between:

         10:00 - 16:00 hrs 

8 No floodlighting, security lighting or other means of illumination of the 
site shall be provided, installed or operated.

(c) Application S19/1938

Proposal: Change of use from C3 to C2 to provide a residential 
children’s home for up to four children

Location:   Walnut House,  Somerby Road, Ropsley, NG33 4AZ  

Decision: To defer the application to seek further information

Noting comments made during the public speaking session by :

District Councillor Councillor Sarah Trotter
Against David Jenkins

Lucy Mair
Applicant Kerry Ford

Together with:

 No objections from LCC Highways and SuDS support
 No objections by the Environmental Protection Services (SKDC) 
 No comments from Members of Ropsley Parish Council as set out in 

the additional items paper circulated on 3 January 2020
 Representations received as a result of public consultation



 Site visit observations
 Comments made by Members at the meeting

14:30 - As the meeting had been in progress for 3 hours, the Chairman asked 
for Members’ consent to continue. Members agreed.

Although Members had sympathy with the proposal and the need for this type 
of facility, they were not convinced as to the location and had concerns 
regarding the close proximity to other properties, impact on neighbours’ 
amenity and the sustainability of the operation.  Members felt there was merit 
in having as much information as possible as to the operating, regulation and 
monitoring of the home before approving such a scheme.

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the application be deferred to 
enable the gathering of further information on the home’s impact on 
neighbours, the regulation and monitoring by other public bodies such as 
social services and the police and to allow Members to visit another similar 
residential home ran by the company.

Meeting adjournment
Following consideration of the preceding item, the meeting was adjourned 
between 15:25 and 15:45.

(d) Application S19/1215

Proposal: Demolition of existing cottage and erection of detached 
two storey dwelling and garage

Location:   20 Low Road, Manthorpe, Lincolnshire, NG31 8NQ

Decision: To approve the application subject to conditions

Noting comments made during the public speaking session by :

District Councillor Councillor Ian Stokes
Parish Council Councillor Mark Morris, Belton and Manthorpe PC
Against Mary Simpson 

Christopher Hallam
Applicant Andrew Smith

Together with:

 Objections from Manthorpe Parish Council
 No objections from SKDC’s Environmental Protection Services
 No objections from LCC Highways and SuDS support
 Comments from the Historic Buildings Advisor (SKDC)
 Representations received as a result of public consultation



 Provisions within the National Planning Policy Framework and the South 
Kesteven Core Strategy and supplementary planning documents

 Site visit observations
 Comments made by Members at the meeting

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the application be approved for 
the summary of reasons set out in the case officer’s report and subject to the 
following conditions and an additional condition relating to a construction 
environmental management plan to ensure construction traffic did not block 
the road:

Time Limit for Commencement

1 The development hereby permitted shall be commenced before the 
expiration of three years from the date of this permission.

Approved Plans

2 The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance 
with the following list of approved plans:

(a) Drawing Number AS2019 01, Site Location Plan and Cross Section
(b) Drawing Block Plan dated 13/12/2019 with frontage wall return.
(c) Drawing Number AS2019 02, Ground and First Floor plans
(d) Drawing Number AS2019 03, Elevation Plans
(e) Drawing Number AS2019 04, Garage Plans

         Unless otherwise required by another condition of this permission.
     

Before the Development is Commenced

3 Before any of the works on the external elevations for the building(s) 
hereby permitted are begun, samples of the materials (including colour 
of any render, paintwork or colourwash) to be used in the construction of 
the external surfaces shall have been submitted to and approved in 
writing by the Local Planning Authority.

4 Before construction of any building hereby permitted is commenced, the 
land on which that building is situated shall have been graded in 
accordance with the approved land levels details. 

5 Before the development hereby permitted is commenced, plans showing 
the existing and proposed land levels of the site including [site sections, 
spot heights, contours and the finished floor levels of all buildings] with 
reference to [neighbouring properties/an off-site datum point] shall have 



been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority.

6 Prior to any demolition works the existing building shall be historically 
recorded in accordance with Level 3 of Historic England's guidance on 
building recording and a copy of the resultant survey deposited with the 
Local Planning Authority and the Historic Environment Red (HER). The 
details of the report shall then be agreed by the Local Planning Authority.

During Building Works

Before the Development is Occupied

7 Before the part of the building being altered is first occupied/brought into 
use, the joinery and rainwater works shall have been completed in 
accordance with the approved details.
 

8 Before the installation of any of the new external windows, rainwater 
goods and/or doors hereby consented, full details of all proposed joinery 
works for those windows/doors/ rainwater goods, including 1:20 sample 
elevations and 1:1 joinery profiles, shall have been submitted to and 
approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

9 Before any part of the development hereby permitted is 
occupied/brought into use, the external surfaces shall have been 
completed in accordance with the approved details.

 
10 Before any part of the development hereby permitted is 

occupied/brought into use, the means of vehicular access shall have 
been constructed in accordance with the Block Plan dated 13/12/2019. 

Ongoing Conditions

11 Notwithstanding the provisions of Schedule 2, Part 1, Class A of the 
Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) 
Order 2015 (or any order revoking or re-enacting that Order with or 
without modification), no enlargement, improvement or other alteration to 
the property other than those expressly authorised by this permission 
shall be carried out without Planning Permission first having been 
granted by the Local Planning Authority.

Councillor Reid entered the meeting during consideration of the preceding 
application.  As he had previously appointed a substitute for the meeting, he 
took no part in the debate of the preceding application nor the following 
applications and did not vote thereon.



(e) Application S19/1519

Proposal: Erection of 3 detached, 2 semi-detached and 3 terraced 
dwellings with site access, car parking and turning areas

Location:   Land off Kettering Road, Stamford, Lincolnshire, PE9 2JS  

Decision: Minded to refuse the application contrary to officer 
recommendations

Noting comments made during the public speaking session by :

Parish Council Councillor David Taylor, Chair of Stamford First and 
Stamford Town Councillor
Councillor Rena Russell, Clerk of Wothorpe Parish 
Council

Against Paul Redfern SPOGS (Stamford Protect our Green 
Spaces)
Councillor William Glencross, Chair of Wothorpe Park 
Estate Limited

 Andrew Moore 
George Hetherington

Applicant’s Agent  Simon Machen

Together with:

 No objection and comments from Stamford Town Council
 Comments from LCC Highways and SuDS support, 
 Comments from the South Kesteven District Council Footpaths Officer 
 Comments from the Lincolnshire County Council Footpaths Officers
 Comments from Heritage Lincolnshire 
 Comments from Environmental Protection Services (SKDC) 
 Requirement for a contribution for affordable housing submitted by the 

Affordable Housing Officer (SKDC)
 No comments by Historic England
 Reference to standing advice by Natural England
 No comments by the Welland and Deeping Internal Drainage Board
 No objection from Highways England
 An objection from Wothorpe Parish Council
 An objection from Peterborough City Council
 No comments from the Garden’s Trust
 An objection by Stamford Civic Society
 Comments by the SKDC Conservation Officer
 Representations received as a result of public consultation
 Provisions within the National Planning Policy Framework and the South 

Kesteven Core Strategy and supplementary planning documents
 Site visit observations



 Additional information report circulated on 3 January 2020 which included 
further comments from the SKDC Conservation Officer and a request for a 
financial contribution from NHS England

 Comments made by Members at the meeting

Members felt that the development would have a detrimental impact on the 
historic views of Stamford and were concerned that Stamford needed more 
affordable housing than the development provided for.  

The Head of Development Management advised that permitted development 
rights could be removed to ensure there was sympathetic screening and soft 
landscaping and boundary treatments for perpetuity to retain and enhance the 
historic views of Stamford as well as building materials only be approved that 
ensured the development blended into the site and not be eye catching so as 
to spoil the view.

It was proposed and seconded that Members were minded to refuse the 
application.  The Head of Development Management stated that she was not 
able to accept the reasons for refusal as defensible planning reasons. As the 
proposition to refuse the application was contrary to officer recommendations 
and the Head of Development Management did not consider the proposed 
reasons for refusal were sufficient, the cooling off period set out in Article 9.1.9 
(c) of the Council’s Constitution was invoked.  In accordance with the 
Constitution, a recorded vote was taken:

For: Councillors Bisnauthsing, Dilks (2)
Against: None
Abstain: Councillors Adams, Benn, Clack, Exton, Milnes, Judy Smith (6)

The vote was carried and those Committee members who voted in favour of 
refusal of the application had five working days to provide the Head of 
Development Management with the planning reasons for their view, together 
with supporting evidence. The application would be placed on the agenda for 
consideration at the next meeting of the Planning Committee when the Head 
of Development Management would provide her opinion on whether the 
reasons advanced were substantial enough for the authority to defend the 
decision at an inquiry.  In light of any additional information, the Committee 
would then be empowered to determine the application without being fettered 
by their vote at the previous meeting.

Councillor Kaberry-Brown left the meeting at 17:15 pm during consideration of 
the previous application and did not vote thereon.  

Councillor Bellamy left the meeting at 17:25 pm during consideration of the 
preceding application and did not vote thereon.



(f) Application S19/1485

Proposal: Change of use from C3 to the first floor to include D1 
(non-residential institution) use class

Location: Unit 4, The Picture House, St Catherine’s Road, 
Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 6TT  

Decision: To approve the application subject to conditions

Noting:

 No objections from LCC Highways and SuDS support
 No representations received as a result of public consultation
 Provisions within the National Planning Policy Framework and the South 

Kesteven Core Strategy and supplementary planning documents

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the application be approved for 
the summary of reasons set out in the case officer’s report and subject also to 
the following conditions:

Time Limit for Commencement

1 The development hereby permitted shall be commenced before the 
expiration of three years from the date of this permission.

Approved Plans

2 The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance 
with the following list of approved plans:

i. 190068-02 Rev B received 14 October 2019

Unless otherwise required by another condition of this permission.

48. Close of meeting

The meeting was closed at 18:50.


